
How to break an egg

Going back to basics in providing research 
training services to lawyers and students

Carmel O’Sullivan, 
The University of Western Australia



Information ALLA Carte 2007



Information ALLA Carte 2007

Overview

Learning theories
Information literacy
Practical tips



Information ALLA Carte 2007

Learning theories

Learning styles
Experiential learning - Kolb
Adult learning (androgogy) - Knowles
Problem based learning method
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Kolb’s Learning Style Inventory
Concrete Experience

(intuition/people orientation)

Active 
Experimentation

(doing)

DIVERGER ACCOMMODATOR

CONVERGERASSIMILATOR

Abstact Conceptualising
(logic/thinking orientation)

Reflective 
Observation

(watching)
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Learning theories

Learning styles
Experiential learning - Kolb
Adult learning (androgogy) - Knowles
Problem based learning method
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Information literacy

ANZ Information Literacy Framework
Relating IL to learning theories
A practical approach to IL in a legal research 
context
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Tips and tricks

The lesson plan
Less is best
Action learning cycle
Reflective practice
Breaking with convention
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Homework

Google “learning styles” and 
take a test
Read the ANZ Info Lit 
Framework (www.anziil.org)
Write a lesson plan (less is 
best)
Plan-Do-Review
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